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August 17, 2014 — Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
We Come Together as god’s people

 prelude  Praeludium No. 2 in d minor J.S. Bach
  Dale Caldwell, organ (1685-1750)

 * Call to Worship (from Psalm 133) Rev. Brian S. Shivers

all: how good it is, how pleasant, 
 for god’s people to live in unity. 
Leader: It is like the precious oil running down from Aaron’s head 

and beard, down to the collar of his robes.
people:  it is like the dew on Mount hermon falling on the hills of 

Zion. For there yahweh has promised a blessing, life that 
never ends.

all:  amen.

* prayer of adoration

*+hymn #229 From All That Dwell Below the Skies lasst uns erfreuen

 Call to Confession 
    Silent Confession
    prayer of Confession

Leader: Loving God, you call us out of darkness and into your 
marvelous light. But we crouch in the shadows, ashamed of the 
wrong we have done, and of the good we have neglected to do.

all:  We have been timid disciples, afraid of putting our 
lives on the line for the good of your reign on earth. We 
conceal our true selves from one another, hiding behind 
the masks of our own power and competence. We allow 
divisions and discord to reign in our hearts, crowding you 
out altogether. yet we know that discord is not your way. 
reconciling god, call us back into relationship with you. 
Equip us for relationships of integrity — in our families, 
in our church community, and in the world you love. We 
pray in the name of Jesus, empowered by the holy Spirit, 
and acknowledging our need for the love of god. amen. 

 assurance of pardon

   

Welcome!  We are so glad to have you 
with us in worship this morning. If you 
are worshiping with us for the first time, 
please fill out one of the “welcome” cards 
in the pew rack so we may greet you and 
respond to any questions you might have.

* Those who are able may stand.  + Latecomers may be seated.

hymn #229
From All That Dwell Below the Skies 
was written by Isaac Watts in 1719.  Often 
called the “Father of English Hymnody,” 
Watts wrote over 500 hymns, including 
Joy to the World, Jesus Shall Reign, and 
Our God, Our Help in Ages Past.  Ineligible 
to attend either Oxford or Cambridge 
due to his Nonconformist upbringing, 
Watts received his advanced education 
from the Dissenting Academy in Stoke 
Newington, England. Watt’s poetry is a 
paraphrase of Psalm 117 which proclaims 
God as the creator of all life and celebrates 
the redemption, through Jesus Christ, of 
all people.  The hymn tune, LASST UNS 
ERFREUEN, first appeared in the German 
hymnal Geistliche Kirchengesäng in 1623 
and was harmonized by Ralph Vaughan 
Williams in 1906.  
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* gloria patri  (Hymn #579)

* passing of the peace
Leader: The peace of Christ be with you.
people: and also with you.

* hymn #411 Arise, Your Light Is Come! festal song

+ ritual of Friendship  Dr. John R. Koppitch
    and Concerns of the Church 

 offertory We Hasten (Cantata 78) J.S. Bach
  Julia Erickson, soprano; Megan Roth, mezzo-soprano 

* doxology and the prayer of Thanksgiving (Hymn #592)

*  affirmation of Faith 2 Corinthians 5:16-21  

From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of 
view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view, 
we know him no longer in that way. So if anyone is in Christ, there 
is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything 
has become new! all this is from god, who reconciled us to himself 
through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 
that is, in Christ god was reconciling the world to himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message 
of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ, since god 
is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, 
be reconciled to god. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew 
no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of god.

Wir eilen mit schwachen
   doch emsigen Schritten, 
O Jesu, o Meister, zu helfen zu dir. 
Du suchest die Kranken
   und Irrenden treulich.
Ach höre, wie wir die Stimmen erheben
   um Hülfe zu bitten!
Es sei uns dein gnädiges Antlitz erfreulich!

We hasten with weak,
  yet eager steps,
O Jesus, Master, to You for help.
You faithfully seek the ill
   and erring.
Ah, hear, how we, lift up our voices
   to beg for help!
Let Your gracious countenance be joyful 
to us!

Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.

a service of holy 
communion anD 

wholeness
10:35 a.m. in Milner Chapel

Rev. Karen L. Lang

The gloria PaTri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever 
shall be, world without end.  Amen, Amen.

hymn #411
Arise, Your Light Is Come! was written 
by Ruth C. Duck for a collection of hymns 
adapted for inclusive language for the 
Ecumenical Women’s Center of Chicago 
in 1974.  Duck explains, “I was working on 
adapting Rise Up, O Men of God, when this 
new hymn text came to me, as if the new 
wine of the faith I wanted to express would 
not fit into the old wineskin of the earlier 
text.”  Based on Isaiah 61:1-2, the text calls 
us to reflect God’s light in our lives, to 
proclaim “good tidings to the poor” and 
“comfort those who mourn.”

News Within the Church Family
Welcome:

Henry-Yannick Atem, son of
Leslie Atem and Mireille Mengue-Atem

Birth: August 1, 2014

Hospitalized:
Jack Mansell,
Sue Potasnik
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 prayer of illumination 

 First Lesson Genesis 45:1-15 (p. 41)

 Second Lesson Matthew 15:21-28 (p. 893)

 response
Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
people: Thanks be to god.

 Sermon  Rev. David A. Berry

  “The Three r’s”
  “Then Joseph fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, 
  while Benjamin wept upon his neck.
  And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them: 
  and after that his brothers talked with him.”
  (Genesis 45:14-15)

 prayers of the people and the Lord’s prayer

* hymn #389 O Jesus, I Have Promised nyland

* Charge and Benediction

 postlude  
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The lorD’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

hymn #389
O Jesus, I Have Promised was written 
by John Bode on the occasion of the 
confirmation of his daughter and two 
sons. The word “promised” in the first 
stanza refers to the vows made by the 
confirmands. Otherwise the hymn’s 
language draws on that of John 12:26: 
“Whoever serves me must follow me, and 
where I am, there will my servant be also. 
Whoever serves me, the Father will honor.” 
The hymn is a prayer for Christ’s presence 
on our Christian pilgrimage – in the face of 
temptation and external sin (stanza 2) and 
internal guilt (stanza 3#.  Finally the hymn 
reassures us that the promises we make 
are made in response to the promise made 
by Christ on our behalf.


